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ORANGEBURG LIBRARY - BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

Monday, September 18, 2023

1. Quorum. A quorum was declared present based on the presence of the following
Trustees: Grant Zacharias, President; Sis. Chiambalero, Vice President; Stephanie
Tassello, Treasurer; Rodney Picott, Secretary; Syed Rizvi, Trustee; Patricia Lifrieri
Trustee; Judy Bivona, Trustee; and Alfredo Castro, Trustee. Trustees not present,
Maureen Hayes, Trustee. Staff members in attendance were Michelle Galle-Looram,
Director; Katherine Heuer and Kimberly Carletta. The meeting commenced at 6:32 P.M.
and was open to the public.

2. Motions.

a. Approved.

June 12 2023 Meeting Minutes. Motion to approve the minutes from the
June 12, 2023 Orangeburg Library Board meeting was made by Judy
Bivona and seconded by Virginia Chiambalero. There were no
abstentions, and was carried unanimously.

Ratify checks over 1k. Motion to approve the last month of checks over
1,000; made by Alfredo Castro and seconded by Rodney Picott. There
were no abstentions, and it was carried unanimously.

Building and Grounds. Michelle Galle-Looram advised the board that
she had contacted three different contractors (painters) for a job at the
library. Michelle Galle-Looram recommended that we select MGP.
Patricia Lifrieri made a motion to accept her recommendation, and
Rodney Picott seconded that motion. There were no abstentions, and it
was carried unanimously.

Election Announcement. Patricia Lifrieri made a motion to have the
library director send out a community-wide announcement, seeking
candidates for the upcoming board elections. The motion was seconded
by Judy Bivona. The motion was carried by a majority of the board of
trustees, with Rodney Picott as the lone no vote.

Adjournment. A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, by Sis.
Virginia Chiambalero and seconded by Patricia Lifrieri. There were no
abstentions, and the motion was carried unanimously.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:34 p.m. Next meeting set for October 16, 2023

3. Discussion. Topics discussed:
a. Public Comments. Members of the public were not in attendance.

b. Board Elections. Michelle Galle-Looram informed the board that there will be an

election this year for the seats occupied by Grant Zacharias, Sis Virginia
Chiambelero, and Syed Rizvi. Grant Zacharias advised the board that he will not
be seeking another term on the board of trustees for the Orangeburg Library. The
two other candidates stated they are seeking reelection to the board. There was a
discussion about having the director perform a library district-wide solicitation for
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new candidates. Michelle Galle-Looram also mentioned term limits, and the need
for new members of the board after a while.

c. Nominating committee. Rodney Picott suggested that Judy Bivona, the other
committee member, contact the two other candidates (Rebecca Seeman & Peter
Sisca) who had submitted applications back in the spring, to see if they were still
interested in running for a board seat.

Minutes prepared by:

Rodney Picott
October 16, 2023,
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